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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER RULE 1.56 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



ON 
U 



Sir: 



In recognition of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 
1,56, copies of the references considered of interest in 
connection with the above-identified application are enclosed. 
Also enclosed is a copy of Form PTO-1449 listing the references. 

This material is being filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
1.97(b)(1), within three months of the filing date of the 
national application. No fee is required. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to: (1) fully 
consider these references in the course of examining the above- 
identified application under 37 C.F.R. l;104(a); (2) initial and 
return a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 as an indication the 
references have been considered; and (3) include the references 
among the "References Cited" in any patent issuing from this 
application, pursuant to M.P.E.P. 1302.12. 



Copies of the cited references are enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 



NIKOLAI, MERSEREAU &JDIETZ, P. A 





Thomas J/yNikolai 
Registration no. 19,283 
900 Second Avenue South 
820 International Centre 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Phone: (612) 339-7461 
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Form PTO-1449 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Document Number 
20000408. ORI 


Application Number 

3^ Ho 


r- - — = 

Applicant o\25 ^ 
Ron A. Balczewski, et al u 5 


— \ 


Filing Date 


Group Art Unit 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




6,108,583 


8/22/00 


Schneck et al 










6,004,276 


12/21/99 


Wright et al 










5,792,201 


8/11/98 


Causey, III et al 










5,607,458 


3/4/97 


Causey, III et al 















































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 
YES | NO 



































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Papers, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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